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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Aves Psittaciformes Psittacidae

Taxon Name:ÊÊPsittacus erithacus Linnaeus, 1758

Common Name(s):

¥ English: Grey Parrot

Taxonomic Source(s):
del Hoyo, J., Collar, N.J., Christie, D.A., Elliott, A. and Fishpool, L.D.C. 2014. HBW and BirdLife
International Illustrated Checklist of the Birds of the World. Lynx Edicions BirdLife International.

Taxonomic Notes:
The West African form timneh of Grey Parrot P. erithacus shows substantial morphological differences
from erithacus,  and the two forms have an allopatric distribution: the treatment of the  two as separate
species has been accepted by the BirdLife Taxonomic  Working Group.

Identification Information:
33 cm. A mottled grey, medium-sized parrot. It has a large black bill and white mask enclosing a yellow
eye, and has a striking red vent and tail. Similar spp. Timneh Parrot P. timneh is smaller and is darker
than P. erithacus, with a light horn-coloured area on the bill and a darker maroon tail, and its call is
distinctive. The native ranges of the two species do not overlap, but escapes occur.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Vulnerable A2abcd+3bcd+4abcd ver 3.1

Year Published: 2013

Date Assessed: November  1, 2013

Justification:
This species has been uplisted to Vulnerable because the extent of the annual harvest for international
trade, in combination with the rate of ongoing habitat loss, means it is now suspected to be undergoing
rapid declines over three generations (47 years).

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2012 Ð Vulnerable (VU)

Geographic Range

Range Description:
Psittacus erithacus has been split into P. timneh and P. erithacus. P. erithacus has a distribution
extending from southeastern Côte d'Ivoire east through the moist lowland forests of West Africa to
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Cameroon, and thence in the Congo forests to just east of the Albertine Rift (up to the shores of Lake
Victoria) in Uganda and Kenya and south to northern Angola (Juniper and Parr 1998), as well as on the
islands of Principe (Sao Tomé and Principe) and Bioko (Equatorial Guinea). Preliminary calculations
based on forest cover and country-level population estimates (Dändliker 1992a, 1992b, Collar 1997,
Fotso 1998b, JRC 2000), subtracting estimates for P. timneh, suggest a global population of between
560,000 and 12.7 million individuals (Pilgrim et al. in prep.).  Population declines have been noted in
Burundi, Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, São Tomé and Príncipe, Togo, Uganda and parts of
Congo and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In all of these declines, trapping for the wild bird
trade has been implicated, with habitat loss also having significant impacts throughout West and East
Africa. From 1982 to 2001, over 657,000 wild-caught individuals of erithacus and timneh (the vast
majority erithacus) entered international trade (UNEP-WCMC 2003). Considering estimates for pre-
export mortality, the number of birds extracted from the wild during this period may well have
numbered over 1 million (A. Michels in litt. 2012). Cameroon accounted for 48% of exports from 1990-
1996 (Waugh 2010), and estimates that c90% of trapped birds died before reaching Douala airport
suggest, although quotas remained at 12,000, over 100,000 birds were being captured in Cameroon
annually during this period (F. Dowsett-Lemaire in litt. 2012).

Country Occurrence:
Native: Angola (Angola); Burundi; Cameroon; Central African Republic; Congo; Congo, The Democratic
Republic of the; Côte d'Ivoire; Equatorial Guinea; Gabon; Ghana; Kenya; Nigeria; Rwanda; Sao Tomé and
Principe; Tanzania, United Republic of; Uganda

Introduced: Benin; Togo
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Distribution Map
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